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Foreword

Photo: Daniel M. Ocampo

The ocean is full of wonders. From the dazzling corals to the colourful schools of fish—
these marine ecosystems are not just beautiful. They are essential to life as they provide 
food and support livelihoods for millions of people, while protecting the coastlines and 
providing cultural benefits to the people, especially in the ASEAN region. 

Through the Effectively Managing Networks of Marine Protected Areas in Large 
Marine Ecosystems in the ASEAN Region (ASEAN ENMAPS) project, we are working 
to conserve these ecosystems across Southeast Asia by building networks of marine 
protected areas and by strengthening the governance of marine resources. One of 
these efforts is the publication of the Fun Facts from One ASEAN Sea, which brings the 
conservation mission to young readers, the future stewards of the ocean. 

This book is more than just a collection of fun facts about our marine ecosystems. It is 
the gateway to curiosity, discovery, and the cultivation of enthusiasm toward protecting 
our shared marine heritage. Characterised by vibrant illustrations and amazing facts, 
this book provides our future stewards a way to explore the incredible life under the sea 
and understand why it is important to keep our waters and coastlines healthy. We hope 
that this would create a spark among the youth to love nature and to inspire them to 
become champions of the sea in their schools, families, and communities. 

Thus, let’s read on and dive in to protect the ocean together!

Jerome L. Montemayor, PhD
Executive Director
ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity
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fishing only mature species 
and leaving the 
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The project Effectively Managing Networks 
of Marine Protected Areas in Large Marine 
Ecosystems in the ASEAN region (ASEAN 
ENMAPS) project aims to improve marine 
protected area (MPA) and MPA network 
management in key Large Marine Ecosystems 
across Indonesia, the Philippines, and 
Thailand. It applies science-based strategies to 
conserve biodiversity and sustain fisheries. The 
project also aims to strengthen governance, 
build the capacity of stakeholders, promote 
knowledge sharing, and advance sustainable 
financing for long-term conservation. ASEAN 
ENMAPS is implemented by the United 
Nations Development Programme through the 
funding of the Global Environment Facility, and 
with the ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity as the 
executing agency.


